Agenda item 1. Call to Order

[bookmark: _Hlk161381022]Acting Chair Bradley Schroeder (Brad) called to order the meeting of the Nebraska Workforce Development Board (hereafter referred to as the Board) on March 13, 2026, at approximately 9:00 a.m. at the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Center, 1800 North 33rd Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68503.

Agenda item 2. Roll Call

Brad asked Kelly Flanagan to call roll for purposes of establishing a quorum of the Board. Kelly called roll and advised Brad that quorum was established (13 of 21 Board Members attending).
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Board Members attending

1. Senator Kathleen Kauth 
2. Jim Bulkley
3. Steve Corsi
4. Gary Dixon, Jr. 
5. Tate Lauer
6. Sara Riffel
7. Brad Schroeder, Acting Chair
8. Keisha Thomas
9. Paul Turman
10. Kevin Wetuski
11. Lisa Wilson
12. Courtney Wittstruck
13. Mark Wright 

Board Members not attending 

1. Governor Jim Pillen
2. Joanna Estrada
3. Lindy Foley
4. Michael Geary 
5. Jim Hansen
6. Don Nordell
7. Jennifer Sedlacek
8. Katie Thurber




Also attending were the following members of the Nebraska Department of Labor (NDOL) Board support team.

1. Kathy Cedillo, Program Coordinator, Division of Reemployment Services
2. Kelly Flanagan, Administrator, Division of Reemployment Services
3. Stephanie Geery-Zink, Policy and Grants Management Coordinator, Division of Reemployment Services
4. Joel Green, Agency Legal Counsel, Office of the General Counsel
5. Peyton McQuay, Administrative Specialist, Office of the General Counsel
6. Joseph Tisko, Program Analyst, Division of Reemployment Services

Agenda item 3. Notice of Publication

Kelly Flanagan announced that public meeting notices were published, in accordance with the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, in the Beatrice Daily Sun, Columbus Telegram, Grand Island Independent, Hastings Tribune, Kearney Hub, Lincoln Journal Star, Norfolk Daily News, North Platte Telegraph, Omaha World-Herald, and Scottsbluff Star-Herald. Kelly announced that public meeting notice was also published on the State of Nebraska Public Meeting Calendar. 

Agenda item 4. Approval of December 5, 2025 meeting minutes

Brad called the next order of business, which was the approval of the draft meeting minutes from the December 5, 2025, meeting of the Board. The draft minutes from the December meeting were emailed to Board Members on March 10, 2026. The meeting minutes were included in Board Member packets as Handout 1.
[bookmark: _Hlk83287619]
Brad opened the floor to Board Members for comment on the draft minutes. Board Members did not comment on the draft minutes. Brad opened the floor for public comment on the draft minutes. Public comments were not provided. 

Senator Kathleen Kauth motioned to approve the December minutes, as provided, and Paul Turman seconded the motion. Members of the Board voted on the motion by acclamation vote. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda item 5. Old Business

a. Career Pathways and Alignment Workgroup Appointments

Brad said that Nebraska’s combined state plan defines goals and strategies for preparing an educated and skilled workforce that meets the needs of Nebraska employers as:
· Selection and prioritization of development of career pathways; and
· Alignment of the state’s workforce development system.

He said in 2021, the Board established two workgroups to implement the goals in accordance with the strategies defined in the plan:
· The Career Pathways Workgroup implements statewide goal number 1, and
· The Alignment Workgroup implements statewide goal number 2.

Brad said that as permitted under Sections 3.1(b) and 6.2 of the Board’s bylaws that he has recently appointed and reappointed Board members and other workforce system partners to serve on the Workgroups, as listed in Handouts 2a and 2b in the Board packets. The Workgroups will report to the Board on progress toward achievement of the goals.

Agenda item 6. New Business

a. 2024-2027 Combined State Plan Modification

Brad addressed the Board concerning the submission timeline for Program Year 2026 and 2027 modification of the Combined State Plan. The plan was initially due March 3, 2026, but NDOL requested an extension to April 30 on behalf of the plan partners to include the Nebraska Department of Education’s Career and Technical Education program in the plan. The extension request was approved. The plan was posted for public comment from January 30 to March 2 and a public hearing was held on February 12. The board was notified of the public comment period and public hearing by email on January 28.

b. Program Year 2024 annual statewide performance report

Brad said the WIOA Annual Statewide Performance Report for Program Year 2024 was submitted to the U.S. Department of Labor and the State Legislature on November 26, 2025, in compliance with Federal and State Law. A link to the annual report was sent to the Board by email on March 10 and is also accessible at https://dol.nebraska.gov/annual reports/home under “Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.”

The report was not included in the board packet due to its length. The report includes information about customer satisfaction outreach, progress towards the state plan’s strategic vision and goals, performance results, rapid response activities, waiver data, and allocation amounts.

c. Research and Evaluation Project Goals for 2026

Brad said states are required to use WIOA funds to conduct research and evaluation activities. Last year, NDOL conducted a study on the impact of supportive services on participant outcomes. The final research paper is currently under review by NDOL’s public information office and then will be posted to NDOL’s website.

Research and Evaluation activities must be coordinated with and designed in conjunction with state and local workforce development boards and state agencies responsible for administration of WIOA Title I, II, III, and IV programs, which are commonly referred to as core programs, Brad said.

An outline of NDOL’s research and evaluation project for 2026 was included as Handout 3 in the board packet. NDOL is soliciting feedback on this project from the Board as well as local boards and Nebraska’s core partners.

Brad asked for questions, ideas, and feedback through the policy mailbox at ndol.wioa_policy@nebraska.gov.

d. Selection of board representatives to the State Rehabilitation Council and the Alzheimer's Disease and Other Dementia Advisory Council

Brad requested that the Board members consider serving as a board representative on the Alzheimer’s Disease and Other Dementia Advisory Council and the State Rehabilitation Council. Terri Ridder previously served on both councils but has since retired. Brad said those interested in the positions can look at Handout 4 in the board packet and let him or a member of the board support team know after the meeting if they would like to serve. 

e. Registered Apprenticeship

Brad introduced Delta Wilson with the Nebraska Department of Labor to provide an update on Registered Apprenticeship activities in Nebraska. He referred the board to Handout 5a and Handout 5b to view during the presentation.

Delta said Registered Apprenticeships refer to a full-time, paid work opportunity that not only involves on-the-job training, but incorporates related technical instruction, mentorship, wage increases, and a portable certification that encompasses all the hard work an apprentice does to become an expert in their field. She said there are Registered Apprenticeship programs in just about every industry. She thanked Sen. Kauth for introducing LB847, the Registered Apprenticeship Act, in the Legislature this session which will continue the process of Executive Order 25-15, the Good Life, Great Careers Initiative. 
These efforts will give the Nebraska Office of Registered Apprenticeships more attention. Delta asked the board to have more hands-on involvement in creating, supporting, and monitoring Registered Apprenticeship programs in Nebraska. The goal is to add 6,000 new apprenticeships by the end of 2030.

Delta requested that the board learn about Registered Apprenticeships, talk about them with people they know, and support existing programs. If there is feedback, she would like to know. She also promoted National Apprenticeship Week during the last week in April and added there are events across the state and encouraged the board to attend.
[bookmark: _Research__and]
f. Workforce Development Grant Committee Recommendations

Brad said the board will vote on the applications to recommend to Commissioner Katie Thurber for her final decision. At the December board meeting, the board voted to establish two grant committees, Regional and Industry, which met in February to review the applications and determine which applications to send to the full board.

The board considered the following applications:
Girls Incorporated of Omaha
Good Life Community Development
IronConnect
Lighthouse
Lincoln Electrical JATC
Nebraska CDL/IWS Trucking
Nebraska Health Care Association
Nebraska Methodist College
OneWorld Community Health Centers
Pioneer Welding Services LLC
Trane U.S. Inc.
Aksarben Foundation
Applied Information Management Institute (AIM)
Avenue Scholars
Behavioral Health Education Center of Nebraska at UNMC
CareerPathways.com
Heartland Workforce Solutions
Ignite Nebraska
Midland University
Rabble Mill dba the Bay

Brad asked for any questions or comments from the board. Jim B. asked if there was a limited amount of funds. And if that was the case does the board modify the amount. It was noted that the board is only narrowing the selection down to 18 and that the Commissioner would be making the final decision and may choose to modify the amount granted. Rea Easton, Chief Financial Officer at NDOL, said there was $4 million available in the fund.

Brad asked for comments from the public. Jamie Simpson from Midland University spoke on behalf of the university’s application, noting the teacher shortage and that the university could provide teaching internships. Melanie Connolly from Westside Community Schools spoke in favor of the application of Midland University.

Brad announced that the board will vote on the applications.

It was moved by Jim Bulkley and seconded by Sara Riffel to advance Aksarben Foundation for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Steve Corsi, Gary Dixon Jr., Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Paul Turman Kevin Wetuski, Lisa Wilson, Mark Wright. Abstained: Tate Lauer, Courtney Wittstruck. The motion carried.

It was moved by Gary Dixon Jr. and seconded by Steve Corsi to advance Lincoln Electrical JATC for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Steve Corsi, Gary Dixon Jr., Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Paul Turman, Lisa Wilson, Courtney Wittstruck, Mark Wright; Abstained: Tate Lauer; Kevin Wetuski. The motion carried.

It was moved by Steve Corsi and seconded by Mark Wright to advance OneWorld Community Health Centers Inc. for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Steve Corsi, Gary Dixon Jr., Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Paul Turman, Kevin Wetuski, Lisa Wilson, Courtney Wittstruck, Mark Wright. Voting against: Sen. Kathleen Kauth. Abstained: Tate Lauer. The motion carried.

It was moved by Courtney Wittstruck and seconded by Gary Dixon Jr. to advance CareerPathways.com for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Steve Corsi, Gary Dixon Jr., Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Paul Turman, Kevin Wetuski, Lisa Wilson, Courtney Wittstruck, Mark Wright. Abstained: Tate Lauer. The motion carried.

It was moved by Steve Corsi and seconded by Sara Riffel to advance Heartland Workforce Solutions for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Steve Corsi, Gary Dixon Jr., Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Paul Turman, Kevin Wetuski, Lisa Wilson, Courtney Witttstruck, Mark Wright. Abstained: Tate Lauer. The motion carried.

It was moved by Lisa Wilson and seconded by Gary Dixon Jr. to advance Midland University for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Steve Corsi, Gary Dixon Jr., Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Kevin Wetuski, Lisa Wilson, Mark Wright. Voting against: Sen. Kathleen Kauth. Abstained: Tate Lauer, Paul Turman, Courtney Wittstruck. The motion carried.

It was moved by Steve Corsi and seconded by Mark Wright to advance Nebraska CDL/IWS Trucking for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Steve Corsi, Gary Dixon Jr., Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Paul Turman Kevin Wetuski, Lisa Wilson, Courtney Wittstruck, Mark Wright. Abstained: Tate Lauer. The motion carried.

It was moved by Courtney Wittstruck and seconded by Sara Riffel to advance Ignite Nebraska for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Steve Corsi, Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Paul Turman, Kevin Wetuski, Lisa Wilson, Courtney Wittstruck, Mark Wright. Voting against: Gary Dixon Jr. Abstained: Tate Lauer. The motion carried.

It was moved by Steve Corsi and seconded by Brad Schroeder to advance Pioneer Welding for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Steve Corsi, Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Lisa Wilson. Voting against: Jim Bulkley, Gary Dixon Jr., Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Paul Turman, Kevin Wetuski, Courtney Wittstruck, Mark Wright. Abstained: Tate Lauer. The motion failed.

It was moved by Paul Turman and seconded by Courtney Wittstruck to advance Nebraska Hospital Association for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Paul Turman, Courtney Wittstruck. Voting against: Steve Corsi, Gary Dixon Jr., Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Keisha Thomas, Kevin Wetuski, Lisa Wilson, Mark Wright. Abstained: Tate Lauer. The motion failed.

It was moved by Brad Schroeder and seconded by Steve Corsi. to advance Nebraska Health Care Association for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Steve Corsi, Gary Dixon Jr., Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Paul Turman, Kevin Wetuski, Lisa Wilson, Courtney Wittstruck, Mark Wright. Abstained: Tate Lauer. The motion carried.

It was moved by Sara Riffel and seconded by Paul Turman to advance Applied Information Management Institute (AIM) for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Gary Dixon Jr., Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Paul Turman, Kevin Wetuski, Lisa Wilson, Courtney Wittstruck, Mark Wright. Abstained: Steve Corsi, Tate Lauer. The motion carried.

It was moved by Gary Dixon Jr. and seconded by Sen. Kathleen Kauth to advance Avenue Scholars for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Steve Corsi, Gary Dixon Jr., Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Keisha Thomas, Kevin Wetuski. Voting against: Jim Bulkley, Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Lisa Wilson, Mark Wright. Abstained: Tate Lauer, Paul Turman, Courtney Wittstruck. The motion failed.

It was moved by Courtney Wittstruck and seconded by Mark Wright to advance Lighthouse for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Steve Corsi, Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Paul Turman, Courtney Wittstruck, Mark Wright. Voting against: Gary Dixon Jr., Sara Riffel, Kevin Wetuski, Lisa Wilson. Abstained: Tate Lauer. The motion carried.

It was moved by Brad Schroeder and seconded by Jim Bulkley to advance Nebraska Methodist College for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Steve Corsi, Gary Dixon Jr., Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Kevin Wetuski, Lisa Wilson, Mark Wright. Voting against: Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Sara Riffel. Abstained: Tate Lauer, Paul Turman, Courtney Wittstruck. The motion carried.

It was moved by Jim Bulkley and seconded by Paul Turman to advance IronConnect for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Steve Corsi, Gary Dixon Jr., Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Paul Turman, Kevin Wetuski, Courtney Wittstruck, Mark Wright. Voting against: Sen. Kathleen Kauth, Lisa Wilson. Abstained: Tate Lauer. The motion carried.

It was moved by Steve Corsi and seconded by Brad Schroeder to advance Trane U.S. Inc. for consideration by the Commissioner. Voting in favor: Jim Bulkley, Steve Corsi, Sara Riffel, Brad Schroeder, Keisha Thomas, Paul Turman, Kevin Wetuski, Lisa Wilson, Courtney Wittstruck, Mark Wright. Voting against: Sen. Kathleen Kauth. Abstained: Tate Lauer, Gary Dixon Jr.. The motion carried.

The following organizations’ grant applications will be formally submitted to the Commissioner of Labor for her consideration:
Aksarben Foundation
Applied Information Management Institute (AIM)
CareerPathway.com
Heartland Workforce Solutions
Ignite Nebraska
IronConnect
Lighthouse
Lincoln Electrical JATC
Midland University
Nebraska CDL/IWS Trucking
Nebraska Health Care Association
Nebraska Methodist College
OneWorld Community Health Centers Inc.
Trane U.S. Inc.

The following organizations’ grant applications were not selected for submission to the Commissioner of Labor for her consideration:
Avenue Scholars
Behavioral Health Education Center of Nebraska
Girls Incorporated of Omaha
Good Life Community Development
Nebraska Hospital Association
Pioneer Welding Services LLC
Rabble Mill dba The Bay

Jim B. asked when the applications would be finalized. Joel Green, General Counsel for NDOL, said that there is no specific time frame for the Commissioner to make a decision. Paul said he would like to hear the Commissioner’s feedback on what she is looking for in the grant applications.

Agenda item 7. Next meeting of the Board

The next meeting of the Board will take place on Friday, June 12, 2026, from 9 a.m. to noon at the NET Center, 1800 North 33rd Street, Lincoln, Nebraska.
Agenda item 8. Public comment

Brad opened the floor for public comment. Erin Porterfield from Heartland Workforce Services thanked the board for considering their proposal. She added appreciation to the directors of the state departments. She said the demand has increased in Omaha and there is need for uniting resources so they can collaboratively serve the public. Steve agreed that more collaboration is good.

Agenda item 9. Adjournment

Brad asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting of the Board. Courtney motioned that the meeting be adjourned. Senator Kauth seconded the motion. Members of the Board voted on the motion by acclamation vote. The motion carried unanimously. Brad adjourned the meeting at approximately 10:30  a.m.
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