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JULY UNEMPLOYMENT DATA
Byron Lefler, Research Analyst

LINCOLN MSA (not seasonally adjusted) 
July Unemployment Rate: 2.5% 	
July Total Non-farm: 185,769
Manufacturing: 14,147
Largest OTM Increases:
Leisure & Hospitality: 721 (3.9%)
Professional & Business Services: 145 (0.8%)

OMAHA MSA (not seasonally adjusted) 
July Unemployment Rate: 3.2%
July Total Non-farm: 492,670
Manufacturing: 31,606
Largest OTM Increases:  
Mining & Construction: 107 (0.4%)
Information: 102 (0.9%)

GRAND ISLAND MSA  
(not seasonally adjusted) 
July Unemployment Rate: 4.9%
JulyTotal Non-farm: 42,556
Change (OTM): -742 (-1.7%)
Change (OTY): -248 (-0.6%)

NEBRASKA (not seasonally adjusted)
July Total Non-farm: 998,779	
Manufacturing: 95,151
Nebraska (smoothed seasonally adjusted)
July Unemployment Rate: 2.7%
Change (OTM): 0.1%
Change (OTY): -0.6% 
Economic Regions (not seasonally adjusted)
Central: 2.7% 
Mid Plains: 2.8%  
Northeast: 3.1% 
Panhandle: 3.0%  
Sandhills: 2.4%  
Southeast: 3.1%  

Sources: 
1.	 Bureau of Labor Statistics Current Employment Statistics Program (CES)
2.	 Bureau of Labor Statistics Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)

JULY UNEMPLOYMENT RATES BY COUNTY*
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FAST FACTS: NEBRASKA EXPORTS, 
JOBS, & FOREIGN INVESTMENT 
Kermit Spade, Research Analyst

$2.34 TRILLION

11.7 MILLION

62,214 U.S. JOBS

3.4%

82%

25%

27,000

1,914

RECORD SETTING VALUE OF U.S. GOODS & 
EXPORTS IN 2014

U.S JOBS SUPPORTED BY EXPORTS IN 2014

SUPPORTED BY GOODS EXPORTS FROM 
NEBRASKA IN 2014

NEBRASKA WORKERS EMPLOYED BY   
FOREIGN-CONTROLLED COMPANIES IN 2012.

TOTAL 2012 NEBRASKA PRIVATE-INDUSTRY  
EMPLOYMENT SUPPORTED BY FOREIGN INVESTMENT

SMALL-MEDIUM ENTERPRISE 
SHARE OF NEBRASKA EXPORTERS IN 2013

SMALL-MEDIUM ENTERPRISE SHARE OF  
NEBRASKA’S TOTAL MERCHANDISE EXPORTS IN 2013

NEBRASKA COMPANIES THAT  
EXPORTED GOODS FROM NEBRASKA IN 2013
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SOURCE:
1.	 Office of Trade and Economic Analysis, International Trade Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce,  

Updated July 2015. http://www.trade.gov/mas/ian/statereports/states/ne.pdf.	

$4.5 BILLION

$4.4 BILLION

228%

55%

$1.2 BILLION

$1.1 BILLION

$7.9 BILLION

OMAHA-COUNCIL BLUFFS EXPORTS IN 2014

NEBRASKA MERCHANDISE EXPORTS TO   
U.S. FREE TRADE AGREEMENT (FTA) PARTNERS IN 2014

EXPORT GROWTH TO FTA PARTNERS SINCE 2008

SHARE OF NEBRASKA’S EXPORTS TO FTA PARTNERS IN 2014

LINCOLN EXPORTS IN 2014

GRAND ISLAND EXPORTS IN 2014

PROCESSED FOODS: � $2,788 MILLION

CANADA:� $2,173 MILLION

MACHINERY:� $1,107 MILLION

MEXICO:� $1,349 MILLION

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS:� $776 MILLION

JAPAN:� $733 MILLION

CHEMICALS:� $696 MILLION

CHINA:� $610 MILLION

OIL & GAS:� $477 MILLION

KOREA:� $357 MILLION

2014 TOTAL EXPORTS OF MERCHANDISE FROM NEBRASKA

TOP FIVE NEBRASKA EXPORT INDUSTRIES IN 2014

TOP FIVE NEBRASKA EXPORT MARKETS IN 2014

http://www.trade.gov/mas/ian/statereports/states/ne.pdf
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NEBRASKA IMPORTS

In 2014, Nebraska imported over $4.05 billion 
worth of goods from outside the U.S, which 
was up from around $3.7 billion in 2013 for 
a roughly 9.4 percent increase and an 18.5 
percent increase from 2011. Individual prod-
ucts that saw a large jump in terms of imports 
were road tractors for semi-trailers (55.3 
percent increase from 2013) and dog and cat 
food prepared for retail sale (70.0 percent 
increase from 2013).12 The chart above lists the 
top ten import commodities in Nebraska in 
2014. Of the ten imports listed, four (agricul-
tural products, food manufactures, other ani-
mals, and machinery, except electrical) appear 
to directly relate to agriculture.

These imports came from 106 countries in 
2014. The highest importer in terms of value 
in dollars was Canada and the lowest was 
Haiti.19 Of the top 25 countries that export to 
Nebraska, 12 are countries located in the Euro-
pean Union (EU). These EU countries import 
commodities valued at roughly $864 million 
or nearly 21 percent of Nebraska’s total value 
of imports for the year.19  

NEBRASKA’S IMPORTS: 
IMPACT AROUND THE WORLD
Michael R. Kerns, Research Analyst

TOP 10 IMPORTS TO NEBRASKA FROM AROUND THE WORLD

»

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS

MISCELLANEOUS MANUFACTURD COMMODITIES

FABRICATED METAL PRODUCTS, NESOI

PLASTICS & RUBBER PRODUCTS

COMPUTER & ELECTRONIC PRODUCTS

FOOD MANUFACTURES

OTHER ANIMALS

TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT

CHEMICALS

MACHINERY, EXCEPT ELECTRICAL
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$781,607,503

$412,998,555
$384,130,473

$321,318,385

$314,391,082

$245,544,646
$202,472,617
$196,635,085

$180,380,486

$164,724,858

IMPORT VALUES BY COUNTRY

Canada $1,164,760,691

China $928,015,177

Germany $334,991,196

Mexico $273,957,282

Japan $263,057,245

France $123,709,983

Brazil $112,529,772

Italy $109,563,185

Thailand $70,351,532

Austria $68,791,669

Taiwan $65,292,673

Ireland $53,314,764

United Kingdom $51,948,346

South Korea $39,457,491

Vietnam $36,864,673

Belgium $34,124,693

Sweden $31,591,118

India $25,837,285

Czech Republic $20,080,011

Hungary $15,855,259

Israel $13,285,464

Indonesia $12,338,899

Netherlands $10,548,740

El Salvador $10,341,974

Poland $9,834,203
Source: State of Nebraska Department  

of Economic Development 

Source: State of Nebraska Department of Economic Development
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FOREIGN HELD AGRICULTURAL LAND IN NEBRASKA
»

FOREIGN LAND  
HOLDINGS IN NEBRASKA 

Land holdings is one area of foreign invest-
ment. As Nebraska is reliant on agriculture, 
it is important to highlight agricultural land 
holdings throughout the state. Before delving 
into direct foreign investment in Nebraska, 
it is important to note that Nebraska, along 
with eight other states, restricts ownership of 
agricultural land by aliens (i.e., non-citizens).3  
Foreign land ownership of agricultural land is 
generally unrestricted in the remaining states, 
so when comparing Nebraska’s total foreign 
ownership of land to other states, the total 
might seem lower than expected.

The amount of privately-held agricultural 
land that foreign investors own in Nebraska 
was relatively low in 2011, at only .1 percent 
or just over 68,000 acres of the total land in 
Nebraska.7 This amount increased to .2 per-
cent of privately-held agricultural land in 2012 
at just over 87,000 acres, an increase of over 
18,000 acres. This ranks nationally at 48th out 
of the 50 states.  

In total, between agricultural and non-agri-
cultural land holdings, foreign investors cur-
rently hold 91,684 acres of land in Nebraska. 
Of these 91,684 acres of land, 65,049 acres 
are cropland, 19,708 acres are pasture, 44 
acres are forested land, 2,307 acres are used 
for other agricultural uses, and 4,576 acres are 
used for nonagricultural purposes.8 

The county with the most land owned by 
foreign investors is Dixon County with over 
32,000 acres that are foreign owned. Of 
these 131 parcels or 32,000 acres, 28,733 
acres are cropland, 1,352 are pasture, 1,943 
acres are other agricultural land, 102 acres 
are non-agricultural land, and 2 acres are 
forestry.8 The largest growth seen in terms of 
acres bought between 2011 and 2012 was in 
Holt County where foreign investors bought 
8,970 acres of land.

Interestingly enough, the majority of land 
in Nebraska is not owned by Canada, the 
Netherlands, Germany, the United Kingdom, 
or Portugal who typically have the larg-
est amount of land investment in other U.S. 
states. Rather, in Nebraska, the land owned 
by foreign investors is owned by citizens or 
businesses of other countries.8 

TOTAL FOREIGN INVESTMENT

According to the International Trade Admin-
istration, the top countries that invest in 
Nebraska overall including jobs, private indus-
try etc., were the United Kingdom, Japan, 
France and Canada.6  All four of these coun-
tries are among the top 25 countries that 
export to Nebraska as well.

Legend
Acres

0.0

0.01 - 500

500 - 10,000

10,000.01 - 20,000

20,000.01 - 32,132

 

Source: United States Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency
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Overall investment in Nebraska from foreign 
investors between 2000-2010 increased by 
over 36 percent.4 “These foreign investors 
controlled (oversaw) over 25,500 Nebraska 
workers in 2011, making foreign investment 
responsible for roughly 3.3 percent of Nebras-
ka’s private industry employment.”2 In 2012 
this number increased to 27,000 jobs and 3.4 
percent of private industry employment.  

Nebraska exports more than it imports. In 2013, 
there were 1,612 companies that imported prod-
ucts to and 1,914 that exported products from 
the state of Nebraska.5 “Of these 1,914 com-
panies, 81.85 percent were small and medium 
sized enterprises with fewer than 500 employ-
ees.”6 These strong numbers may be helped 
by the Nebraska State Trade and Export 
(STEP) Grant which is available through the 
Nebraska Department of Economic Develop-
ment (DED). These STEP grants come from 
the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) 
and have two main goals: 

1.	 to “Increase the number of small busi-
nesses in Nebraska that are exporting, and 

2.	 to increase the value of exports for those 
small businesses that are currently export-
ing.”1

NEBRASKA FOREIGN TRADE OFFICES

Nebraska currently has two foreign trade and 
investment offices, one located in Yokohama, 
Japan, and the other in Shanghai, China. The 
first of these was the Japanese office which 
opened in 2006. This office helps not only 
identify locations for companies to expand, 
the offices also provide assistance with relo-
cation, solving logistics and other business 
needs.14, 10 The Chinese office opened in 2013.  
Both of these offices were designed to pro-
mote investment in Nebraska from these 
countries.10 

LOCAL TRADE RESOURCES

In addition to overseas offices that help  
promote trade, there are many resources 
available here in Nebraska for those that wish 
to expand their business or promote trade. 
The Nebraska Department of Economic 
Development provides Nebraska  
companies with assistance. 

The Office of International Trade & Investment 
in Nebraska offers training seminars & work-
shops, trade show promotion, match market-
ing and one-on-one counseling and  
technical assistance.15

Nebraska is a dynamic, growing state that 
imports many products from around the 
world, increasing its total value of imports 
every year since 2009.19 Nebraska also 
exports to many different regions around the 
globe. For more information about investing 
in Nebraska, contact the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Economic Development. 
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MAP FACTS: LABOR FORCE 
PARTICIPATION - THE U.S. & ABROAD
Kristin Derenge, Research Analyst

In honor of the Labor Day holiday, this Map 
Facts uses American Community Survey 
(ACS) data from the US Census to present 
2013 labor force participation rates by state. 
The ACS labor participation rates given below 
differ from the BLS rates in that these rates 
include members of the armed forces and 
exclude the population age 65 and older.

The labor force participation rates presented 
here give the percent of the population 
between the age of 16 and 64 who are either 
employed or unemployed. (To be unemployed 
a person must not be working, have actively 
looked for work in the past four weeks, and 
be available to start working.) Rates ranged 
from a low of 65.4 percent in West Virginia 
to a high of 81.5 percent in North Dakota. The 
national labor force participation rate was 74 
percent.

Nebraska’s labor force participation rate was 
81.3 percent, the second highest in the nation 
after North Dakota. The upper Midwestern 
states had the highest labor force partici-
pation rates in the nation. Several southern 
states had the lowest labor force participation 
rates. The high labor force participation rate 
in Nebraska and the Upper Midwest reflects a 
vibrant workforce that may be able to sup-
port economic growth. 

Data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) shows that the US labor force partici-
pation rate was slightly above average com-
pared with 15 other countries in 2012. The BLS 
labor force participation rate includes the 
employed and unemployed population, not 
including members of the armed forces, as a 
percentage of the total working age popula-
tion. At 63.4 percent, the United Kingdom’s 
labor force participation rate was closest to 
the US rate of 63.7 percent. 

Note: (b) indicates a break in series; see country notes for break year and more information.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, International Labor Comparisons

LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES BY SEX
2009 2010 2011 2012

Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total

United States 72.0 59.2 65.4 71.2 58.6 64.7 70.5 58.1 64.1 70.2 57.7 63.7

Australia 73.3 60.1 66.7 73.2 59.8 66.4 73.1 60.0 66.5 72.6 59.9 66.2

Canada 72.0 62.5 67.2 71.8 62.4 67.0 71.7 62.2 66.8 71.4 62.1 66.7

France 61.1 50.9 55.8 61.0 51.0 55.8 60.7 50.9 55.6 61.1 51.2 55.9

Germany 65.3 52.1 58.5 65.1 52.4 58.6 65.6 53.2 59.2 65.5 53.2 59.2

Italy 59.4 38.2 48.4 59.0 38.2 48.1 58.7 38.4 48.1 59.2 39.7 49.0

Japan 71.3 48.1 59.3 70.9 48.1 59.1 70.5 47.7 58.7 69.8 47.7 58.4

Korea, Republic of 73.1 49.2 60.8 73.0 49.4 61.0 73.1 49.7 61.1 73.3 49.9 61.3

Mexico 76.7 41.1 57.9 b. 76.5 b. 40.7 b. 57.6 76.4 41.2 57.8 76.7 42.0 58.4

Netherlands 72.9 59.8 66.2 b. 71.1 b. 58.4 b. 64.6 70.3 58.3 64.2 70.9 58.9 64.8

New Zealand 74.6 62.2 68.2 74.4 62.1 68.1 74.6 62.5 68.4 74.0 62.6 68.2

South Africa 63.7 49.0 56.1 61.8 47.4 54.3 61.2 47.9 54.3 61.7 48.3 54.8

Spain 68.4 51.4 59.7 67.8 52.1 59.8 67.2 52.8 59.8 66.7 53.2 59.8

Sweden 68.9 60.7 64.8 69.3 60.3 64.7 69.3 61.0 65.1 69.2 61.3 65.2

Turkey 69.1 24.1 46.2 69.6 25.6 47.2 70.6 26.7 48.3 70.0 27.2 48.3

United Kingdom 70.2 56.8 63.4 69.8 56.8 63.2 69.7 57.0 63.2 69.8 57.2 63.4
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Five countries—New Zealand, Canada, Australia, Sweden, and the Netherlands—had higher labor force 
participation rates than the US (rates ranging from 64.8 percent to 68.2 percent). Ten countries, 
including South Korea, Germany, Mexico, and France, had lower labor force participation rates.  

SOURCES:
1.	 United States Census Bureau. American Fact Finder. Percent of People 16 to 64 Years Who Are in the Labor Force 

(Including Armed Forces), Table GCT2301. 2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-year estimates. [Online] [Cited: 
July 20, 2015.]

2.	 Bureau of Labor Statistics, International Labor Comparisons. [Online] [Cited: August 10, 2015.] http://www.bls.gov/
fls/flscomparelf.htm.

LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE BY STATE, POPULATION AGE 16 - 64
»
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Kermit Spade
Research Analyst

OMAHA AREA OPENINGS

12

OTHER

OTHER

JULY

TYPE OF BUSINESS NAME, JOBS ADDED

TOTAL OMAHA 
JOBS ADDED 

FOOD &  
ENTERTAINMENT

RETAIL/SALES

Runza - 150th & Pacific 10

Feta’s Gyros 10

Ted & Wally’s - Benson 5

El Parian Bar & Grill 10

True Blue Goods & Gifts 3

Nightlife Transit 5

43

35

3

5OTHER

SOURCE:
Omaha World Herald 
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JULY

STATEWIDE OPENINGS & EXPANSIONS

SOUTHEAST

NORTHEAST

PANHANDLE

CENTRAL LINCOLN

BEATRICE 

NEAPCO - Expansion 
Wells Fargo Advisors - Expansion

NEBRASKA CITY

Three Hills Event Center 
One Nation Fireworks

GENEVA

Filmore County Hospital Inpatient 

Behavioral Health Clinic - +10 Jobs

Chaney Chemical - Expansion

Nick’s Farm Store - Expansion

Norder Agri Supply

YORK

Pyramid Tarp & Repair 
Florio’s Italian Grill 
York Dance Center - Expansion

NORFOLK

Big Apple Bagels 
Vietnamese Noodle House

ALLIANCE

Taco the Faith

SCOTTSBLUFF

Famous Footwear

GRAND ISLAND/HASTINGS

DICK’S Sporting Goods

Endacott Peetz Timmer, PC LLC 
Pure Barre 
Stonebridge Insurance & Wealth Management 
Profile by Stanford 
Capriotti’s 
Hog Wild 
UPS Store 
Born in a Barn 
Freddie’s
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE & NEBRASKA
Kermit Spade, Research Analyst

Promoting Nebraska exports can help grow 
the economy.  Governor Ricketts recently 
completed a trade mission to the European 
Union (EU). This mission focused on the 
biosciences industry. “The bioscience indus-
try is growing very rapidly as technological 
advances make way for innovative products 
and uses. We want to be positioned for more 
growth in this area and let companies know 
Nebraska is open for business,” Gov. Rick-
etts said in a news release.1 Since 2000, the 
chemical products manufacturing industry in 
Nebraska has grown from $718 million to $2.9 
billion per year in 2014, an increase of over 
300 percent.2

THE GREEK DEBT CRISIS AND THE 
EURO-DOLLAR EXCHANGE RATE

The Greek debt crisis caused the euro to trade 
at historic lows against the U.S. dollar. On June 
30, 2015, Greece defaulted on its loans from the 
International Monetary Fund.3 This caused a 
great amount of uncertainty about its status in 
the EU and the value of the Euro. This uncer-
tainty makes the euro a more risky investment 
and leads investors to move their investments 
to a more stable currency, like the U.S. dol-
lar. In economic terms, we call this situation a 
weak euro and a strong dollar. This relation-
ship can be seen when looking at a graph of 
the exchange rate for euros and dollars.4 
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As seen in the chart above, in the past year 
the euro has lost much of its value against the 
dollar.4 This means that U.S. (and Nebraska) 
exports to the EU will be  more expensive 
for the EU to obtain. This is because firms in 
the EU who wish to buy Nebraska exports 
must first convert their euros into U.S. dollars. 
When the exchange rates fall, as they have in 
the past year, dollars become more expensive. 
Thus U.S. and Nebraska exports become more 
expensive to firms in the EU. The euro to dol-
lar exchange rate is currently at a historic low. 
It’s been 12 years since the dollar has been this 
strong compared to the euro.4

NEBRASKA EXPORTS

In 2014, private sector firms produced $96.2 
billion worth of goods and services. The top 
three industries in Nebraska were finance, 
insurance, real estate, rental, and leasing; 
manufacturing; and agriculture, forestry, fish-
ing, and hunting.2 During the last recession, 
the finance, insurance, real estate, rental, and 
leasing industry had a fairly significant decline, 
while manufacturing stayed relatively steady, 
and agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting 
had a slight decline but a strong recovery in 
2011. The agriculture industry is slightly more 
volatile over time than other industries.2 

The following chart shows the GDP of 
Nebraska by industry in 2014. 
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In 2014, Nebraska exports exceeded $7.8 
billion. The largest commodity exported 
was food manufactures at $2.8 billion, more 
than double the second largest commodity, 
machinery, at $1.1 billion. Agricultural prod-
ucts, chemicals, and oil and gas rounded out 
the top five.5

Not surprisingly, Nebraska’s primary export 
destinations are Canada and Mexico. Japan, 
China and South Korea round out the top 5. 
There are, however, eight European Union 
member states in the list of Nebraska’s top 
25 export destinations. These eight countries 
accounted for $785 million worth of trade in 
2014.5
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While the European Union member states may 
not be some of Nebraska’s largest trading 
partners, the potential for growth is there due 
to the dollar trading strongly against the euro, 
relatively high export prices, and relatively 
more expensive foreign direct investment. 

SOURCES:
1.	 Office of Governor Pete Ricketts, “Governor’s 

European Trade Mission Focuses on Bioscience 
Industries in Denmark” [Online] https://governor.
nebraska.gov/press/governor%E2%80%99s-eu-
ropean-trade-mission-focuses-bioscience-indus-
tries-denmark.

2.	 Bureau of Economic Analysis. Interactive Data. 
Bureau of Economic Analysis. [Online] [Cited: 
June 30, 2015.] http://www.bea.gov/iTable/index_
regional.cfm.

3.	 Liakos, Virginia Harrison and Chris. Greece defaults 
on $1.7 billion IMF payment. CNN Money. [Online] 
CNN Money, June 30, 2015. http://money.cnn.
com/2015/06/30/news/economy/greece-imf-de-
fault/.

4.	 Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem. FRED Economic Data. Federal Reserve Bank 
of St. Louis. [Online] [Cited: July 24, 2015.] https://
research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/DEXUSEU/.

5.	 International Trade Association. Trade.gov. Office of 
Trade and Economic Analysis. [Online] [Cited: July 
28, 2015.] http://tse.export.gov/TSE/TSEReports.
aspx?DATA=SED.

TOP 25 EXPORT  
DESTINATIONS FROM NEBRASKA

Canada $2,173 MILLION

Mexico $1,349 MILLION

Japan $733 MILLION

China $610 MILLION

South Korea $357 MILLION

Hong Kong $302 MILLION

Australia $200 MILLION

Netherlands (EU) $169 MILLION

Brazil $165 MILLION

Germany (EU) $154 MILLION

Taiwan $120 MILLION

Italy (EU) $115 MILLION

France (EU) $102 MILLION

Belgium (EU) $101 MILLION

Singapore $76 MILLION

Russia $62 MILLION

Spain (EU) $61 MILLION

Vietnam $58 MILLION

New Zealand $55 MILLION

South Africa $46 MILLION

Argentina $43 MILLION

Portugal (EU) $42 MILLION

United Kingdom (EU) $42 MILLION

Philipines $41 MILLION

Thailand $38 MILLION
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Industry and Analysis, International Trade Administration, 

U.S. Department of Commerce, 2015. 
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ECONOMIC INDICATORS   
BALANCE ON CURRENT ACCOUNT
Kermit Spade, Research Analyst

In each new issue of Trends, the  economic indicators section will  feature a chart or graph focused 
on one of the economic indicators listed above. This month, we’ll be focusing on the Balance on the 
Current Account.

According to the Bureau of Economic Analysis, “The current account records exports and imports 
of goods, services, income, and current transfers. Exports less imports of goods and services 
constitute the balance on trade. Receipts of income on U.S.-owned assets abroad less payments 
of income on foreign-owned assets in the United States make up the balance on income. Unilateral 
current transfers (such as government grants and institutional and personal remittances) are 
recorded in the ITAs on a net basis. The combined balances on goods and services, income, and 
net unilateral current transfers make up the current-account balance.”

To learn more, visit: http://www.bea.gov/about/pdf/international_ita.pdf

BALANCE ON CURRENT ACCOUNT
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Change Over Last Quarter/Month

METRIC CURRENT TIME 
PERIOD

UNITED 
STATES

MIDWEST 
REGION

NEBRASKA

Average Weekly Manufacturing Hours July, 2015 0.0 - -0.5

Initial Unemployment Claims August, 2015 -3.3% - -31.8%

Value of Manufacturers' New Orders for Con-
sumer Goods

June, 2015 +0.4% - -

ISM Manufacturing: New Orders Index© July, 2015 +0.9% - -

Value of Manufacturers' New Orders: Nondefense 
Capital Goods Excluding Aircraft

July, 2015 +2.2% - -

S&P 500© August, 2015 +2.4% - -

Leading Economic Index July, 2015 +1.6% - +0.4%

10-Year Treasury Constant Maturity Minus Fed-
eral Funds Rate

August, 2015 +2.0% - -

University of Michigan, Consumer Sentiment 
Index

August, 2015 -1.3% - -

Consumer Price Index, not seasonally adjusted July, 2015 0.0% 0.0% -

Employment Cost Index 2nd Quarter, 2015 +0.2% - -

Producer Price Index: All Commodities July, 2015 -0.4% - -

Unemployment Rate, seasonally adjusted July, 2015 0.0% -0.2% +0.1%

Real GDP, billions of chained 2009 dollars 2nd Quarter, 2015 +3.7% - -

Net Taxable Sales April, 2015 +3.4% - -

Barrel of Crude Oil, WTI-Cushing, Spot Price July, 2015 -$8.92 - -

Current Account Balance (millions of dollars) 1st Quarter, 2015 -$10,199

SOURCES:
1.	 Bureau of Labor Statistics. Customized Tables; State and Area Employment,  

Hours and Earnings. Bureau of Labor Statistics. [Online] http://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/dsrv?sm.

2.	 US. Employment and Training Administration. 4-Week Moving Average of Initial Claims.  
Federal Reserve Economic Data. [Online] http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/IC4WSA.

3.	 —. Initial Claims in Nebraska. Federal Reserve Economic Data. [Online] http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/NEICLAIMS.
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